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Berlin, Nov 12th 2025 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Discoverability of radio stations with public value (promi-
nence) status in terrestrial reception 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

The public value status of radio stations is only valid within their distribution area under media 
law (private broadcasting) or the legally determined broadcasting areas (public broadcasting). 
This status does not apply in all other (neighboring) regions in which a radio stations may still be 
received. 

Since it is not yet possible to signal the public value status in the FM/DAB broadcast signal, the 
location of the receiver must be known in order to make radio stations with public value status 
and their ranking in accordance with the specifications of the state media authorities easy to 
find. The location of the receiver can be determined via in-car navigation systems or by querying 
the postal code or region on stationary devices. 

The state media authorities have defined 44 regions. These are not congruent with postcode re-
gions. 

The state media authorities provide two documents to support the implementation of easy dis-
coverability: 

1. Table of the 44 regions with a list of radio stations including technical channels 
2. Description of the regions based on vector geodata (Shape File) 

The table contains the following information: 

• List of all regions 
• For each region: Names of the radio stations with public value status as well as their 

main FM/DAB reception parameters, in particular FM PI code, DAB service ID and recep-
tion frequencies. 

• Indication of whether the broadcaster is public or private. 
• Information on the sorting logic (container): 
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o Container 1: local/regional public broadcasters and local/regional private broad-
casters with public value status. 

o Container 2: Nationwide public broadcasters and statewide private broadcasters 
with public value status. 

o Container 3: nationwide public broadcasters and nationwide private broadcasters 
with public value status. 

o Container 4: Community radios, church broadcasters and other broadcasters with 
public value status. 
Within the containers, the sequence is alphanumeric. 

 

The description of the regions contains the names of the regions and their geodata information 
in machine-readable form (shape file). The shape file consists of multiple files and can be visual-
ized using geographic information system (GIS) software. 

 

 

Content of shape file 

 

The following map illustrates the division of the regions. 
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Regions of radio stations 

If a region appears more than once, supplemented by a number (e.g., Brandenburg), this is to 
ensure that only regions covering an entire area are identified (no region within another re-
gion). In this case, the digits are to be neglected and mapped to the respective region without 
digits.  

Mobile receivers with navigation systems read the geocoordinate and assign it to one of the 44 
regions with the corresponding listings. Stationary receivers should offer list of the 44 regions 
during the setup menu. 

In the case of mobile receivers, it is sufficient if the easy discoverability of radio stations with 
public value status is implemented with an appropriate delay in the event of a change of re-
gions. This avoids frequent changes of the channel list in the border area of several regions. The 
separate presentation of the containers is optional.
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List of regions: 

State Public Value Area 
Baden-Württemberg Freiburg 
Baden-Württemberg Karlsruhe 
Baden-Württemberg Stuttgart 
Baden-Württemberg Tübingen 
Bayern Mittelfranken 
Bayern Niederbayern 
Bayern Oberbayern 
Bayern Oberfranken 
Bayern Oberpfalz 
Bayern Schwaben 
Bayern Unterfranken 
Berlin Berlin 
Brandenburg Brandenburg 
Bremen Bremen 
Hamburg Hamburg 
Hessen Darmstadt 
Hessen Gießen 
Hessen Kassel 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
Niedersachsen Altes Land 
Niedersachsen Braunschweiger Land 
Niedersachsen Emsland 
Niedersachsen Göttingen/Harz 
Niedersachsen Hannover 
Niedersachsen Lüneburger Heide 
Niedersachsen Nordseeküste 
Niedersachsen Oldenburger Land 
Niedersachsen Osnabrück 
Niedersachsen Weserbergland 
Nordrhein-Westfalen Arnsberg 
Nordrhein-Westfalen Detmold 
Nordrhein-Westfalen Düsseldorf 
Nordrhein-Westfalen Köln 
Nordrhein-Westfalen Münster 
Rheinland-Pfalz Koblenz 
Rheinland-Pfalz Rheinhessen-Pfalz 
Rheinland-Pfalz Trier 
Saarland Saarland 
Sachsen Chemnitz 
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Sachsen Dresden 
Sachsen Leipzig 
Sachsen-Anhalt Sachsen-Anhalt 
Schleswig-Holstein Schleswig-Holstein 
Thüringen Thüringen 

 


